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Abstract

A cross-sectional and a case-control studies were carried out to evaluate the prevalence and risk factors of
asthma in a group of rurat Bangladesh children. Information on wheezing in the last 12 months and risk factors
related to asthma was coltected by interview from randomly selected 1712 children aged 60 to 71 months. Wheeze
in the last 12 months was found in 16.1% of the children. History of pneumonia especially at age of 2 years old was
a consistent risk factor for wheeze (wheeze odds ratio 3.88 [95%CI 1.64-5.02], p<0.001). Other risk factors found
were history of asthma of parents with the odds ratio of 2.89[1.90-4.39), p<0.001. Children with high IgE leve!
were exceptionally high. However, only IgE antibody to housedust was a risk factor for wheeze, odds ratio 1.77
[35%CI 1.07-2.93], p=0.025. Passive smoking did not prove to be a risk factor. Aitention to wheeze after

pneumonia s necessary.
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