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Because Thai Govemnment encouraged cultivation in the mountain minority tribe, agricultural fields are distributed
patchily in the tropical rain forests in the northem part of Thailand, Chiang Mai district.  Cabbages are dominant
species among the crops cultivated, and some of them are harmed by pierid butterflies, which originally inhabited the
inside of the forests.  The process to be a pest insect may be comparable with that of Pieris rapae imported in North
America about the first century ago.  However, there has been no research on the population biology of the butterfly
so far in the Southeast Asia. ~ We focussed on the life history of Pieris canidia in the cabbage fields and the related
species nearby.  The insect fauna in the cabbage fields was also surveyed.  P. canidia females preferred 1o deposit
eggs on cabbage leaves as well as kale and mustard.  Trichogrammatidae was a key mortality factor in the egg stage
of P. canidia, and Apanteles sp. was emerged from the fifth instar larvac.  The duration of immature stages of the
butterfly was estimated ca. 16 days, which is shorter than that of P. rgpge in Japan.  The mating frequency and the
fecundity of 4 sympatric Eurema butterflies found in the fields were also clarified.  The life history strategy of the
insects in the cultivated fields in the tropical rain forests is discussed.
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Group No. of ind. %
INSECTA
Hymenoptera 1485 59.0
Coleoptera 474 18.8
Diptera 323 12.8
Lepidoptera 7 0.3
Hemiptera 16 0.6
Orthoptera 49 1.9
Demmaptear 1 0.0
Plecoptera 1 0.0
Isoptera 1 0.0
ARACHNOIDEA
Araneae 98 39
Acarinae 55 22
Pseudosae 1 0.0
DIPLOPODA 2 0.1
CHILOPODA 1 0.0
OLIGOCHAETA 2 0.1
HIRUDINEA 1 0.0
Total 2517 100
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