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How do the Japanese see dragonflies?
A study on the Japanese view of nature
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The Japanese regard dragonflies as a holy insect. Dragonflies symbolize good harvests, victory, happiness and even Japanese
themselves. The ancient Japanese called their country Akitu, an old name for dragonflics. Such a way of seeing dragonilies by the
Japanese may be strongly associated with their key industry, rice farming. Rice farming has provided many types of favorite
habitats for dragonflies around the villages of Japanese people: paddy fields, irrigation ponds, irrigation sireams and so on. Thus
many dragonflies, especially the red dragonfly Sympetruni frequens, colonized there and became the most familiar insects for
Japanese people. It is also important that most Japanese people have traditionally believed in a kind of simple animism in which
many gods or spirits live with them, taking the form of various animals, plants, rocks and 5o on. The modern Japanese people have
different, but not harmonized, views of nature derived from different cultures. Therefore the Japanese sometimes may act against

nature in conflicting ways.
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