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Before Sheep, After Sheep:

Transition of the Desert and Steppe View in Inland Jordan
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Faculty of Letters, Kanazawa University

This research project aimed at tracing the transition in the desert and steppe view in inland Jordan, focusing
on the diachronic shift in land use from the last hunter-gathers to early pastralists, The excavation at Qa’ Abu
Tulayha West, along with the general survey around this site, has suggested that the establishiment of nomadic
pastralism in inland Jordan probably in the latter half of the 6th millennium B.C. brought about the marked
decrease in the opportunity of seasonal expedition of sedentary populations, which in turn led to the negative
view of the desert and steppe world - another dimension of the Near East.
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