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Social surveys of community response to road traffic noise were carried out in Gothenburg, Kumamoto

and Bangkok using the same study methods. General annoyance for detached house residents caused by

road traffic noise was the greatest in Gothenburg, followed by annoyance in Bangkek and the least in

Kumamoto. A path analysis was conducted o investigate how muach various fuctors affected annoyance. |

was [ound that exhaust gas had a large, significant effect on general annoyance in all cases while
disturbance of relaxalion in a garden/balcony had a greater effect in Gothenburg and TV/radio disturbance
and awakening had a greater clfect in Bangkok and Kumamoto. The differences in general annoyunce

between these cities can be explained by the difference in the inhabitants” life styles.
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