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The objectives of the present study were to make the field survey for understanding
the status of wild and domestic elephants { Elephas maximus) and the relationships
between elephants and Thai people, as well as to investigate the genetic
characteristics of Thai elephant populations for the conservation and management.
We actually observed the wild elephants walking in the forests of the Khaoyai
National Park (central Thailand), and got some ecological data. Then, in the
mountainous area of Mae Hong Song province (northern Thailand), we visited the
Karen tribe villages to make the field survey of wild elephatnts and the interview of
the relationships between Karen people and wildlife. Although the sampling of wild
elephants was very hard, molecular and cytogenetic examinations involving
mitochondrial DNA phylogeny, major histocompatibility complex (MHC)
polymorphism, and karyotypes are currently in progress to evaluate genetic
charactersitics of domestic elephants. In addition, we understood the activities of the
Thai Elephant Conservation Center located at Lampang, northern Thailand.
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