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Taeniasis/cysticercosis as food-borne parasitic zoonoses in Asia
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Taeniasis/cysticercosis, caused by the pork tapeworm Taenia solium, is one of the food-borne
zoonotic parasitic diseases worldwide. The parasite completes its whole life cycle between pigs
and humans. Humans are infected with adult T. solium, as the intestinal tapeworm, through

ingestion of under-cooked pork contaminated with the larval stage, cysticerci. It is called



taeniasis in humans. Pigs are infected with cysticerci through ingestion of eggs released [rom
humans (worm carriers). It is the basic life cycle of T. solium. However, many people may
suffer from cysticercosis as similar as pigs by accidental ingestion of eggs released from worm
carriers. It is cysticercosis in both pigs and humans. Neurocysticercosis (NCC), caused by
cysticerci in the brain or central nervous system, is one of the most serious parasitic disease with
sudden death. Although NCC has been recognized as a major cause of neurologic diseases in
countries where the infection is endemic and is resulting in diagnosis and local transmission in
notendemic countries at increasing rates, it is very difficult to get real information of the
endemicity of it due to the lack of highly reliable but easy methods. In this international
collaboration project, we tried to set up net-work system on taeniasis/cysticercosis in several
Asian countries including India, Nepal, Thailand, Indonesia, Papua New Guinea (Australia),
China, Taiwan, Korea and Japan. The most important real lime information has so far been
obtaind from Irian Jaya, Indonesia and Papua New Guinea. Our new methodology for NCC is
now well evaluated and [to’s group has just been involved in other international collaboration
project on the Epidemiology and control of cysticercosis such as the Wellcome Trust Initiative.
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