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Any treatises or expositions on the cities of East Asia have heretofore basically evolved
along the lines of “Urbanization” . In other words, this is the Migration concept which focuses
upon the shift of population from the farming villages to the cities and as cities are “Urbanization
preceding Industrialization™ , population shifts were commonly attributed to push factors (=the
destitution of farm villages). Urban problems were likewise the problems of “Over-urbanization ™
triggered by “ urbanization without industrialization ” or were summarized as informal sector
expositions as seen from the employment aspect, or as expositions on slums for habitation.

However the formation of cities cannot be understood as merely over-urbanization. Within
the aspect of NIES conversion of the economy, the prime cities are growing as regional economic
spheres which are the result of changes in industrial structures brought about by the shifts in siting of
industries and homes. Therefore the analyses of the large cities of Asia are no longer being confined
to looking at only the already existing urban areas but also embracing the suburban areas of large
cities which were formerly considered farming village localities, now looking at both areas together
as single entities. In the analyzing of such urban economic spheres, it has become necessary to
analyze actual current conditions in the growth of local industries and the siting of multinational
industries, plus the concentration of industries accompanied by expansion and quality changes in the
informal sectors. With such a perception of the problems, we have given priority to the analysis of

economic spheres created by cities as the basis upon which city problems are being generated, and

city problems themselves in the fiscal year of 1996-97.
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