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Previously, oil, gas, and other energy resources in the former Soviet Union had been studied, particularly
by Japanese specialists, primarily froman economic point of view. Incontrast, this study aimed at examining
the oil exploration, development and its related questions of the Commonwealth of Independent States {CIS)

from a much wider perspective: national security, domestic and international politics, economic caleulation,
the means of transportation, and environmental problems. Particularly, we attempted to study oil politics
in the Caspian basin, Central Asia and Sakhalin where ail is being fully exploited to serve as a powerful
means to achieve political objectives. As a result, we have found out that “GUAW’ (Georgia, Ukraine,

Azerbai jan and Moldova) have demonstrated their proclivity to get closer toward United States, EU and NATO,

while further moving away rom Russian, which intends to integrate some CIS states in a loose federation.

Almost toward $he end of the study, we observed three interesting developments taking place: the “western
route” from Kazakhstan and Azerbai jan through Georgia to Sophia was campleted; the Sakhalin II began lo
produce oil; and the decline of oil prices in the international market. These development help justify
the necessity of this study but also its further continvatien,
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