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Biological study on conservation of estuarine environment in
Japan.
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For each of 290 henthic animal species occurring in estuarine
environment, the status of occurrence, i.e. endangered,
vulnerable, rare or common, along the Japanese coast, has been
summarized mainly by obtaining informations through
guestionnaires. The following could be designated as endangered
or vulnerable species through Japanese coasts: Lingula
shantungensis and Lingula unguis (Brachiopoda); Fairbankia
sakaguchii, Salinator takii, Peregrinamor oshimai, Trisidos
kivonoi, Estellarca olivacea and Meretrix lusoria {Mollusca}; Uca
arcuata (Crustacea); Sipunculus nudus and Siphonosoma cumanense
{Sipuncula); Urechis unicinctus and Thalassema sabinum (Echiura).
About 50 localities having estuarine environment have been
surveyed on the benthic fauna and its zonation. The following
could be pointed out as important areas that should be preserved
in terms of habitat heterogeneity and faunal composition of
benthic animals: Lake Saroma (Hokkaido}, Obitsu River (Chiba},
lLake Hamana (Shizuoka), Aio Bay (Yamaguchi), Ariake Bay (Kyushu),
Kasari Bay (Amami—oshima I.), and Funa—ura Bay (Iriomote I1.).
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