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Based on field research, the present study has analyzed demographic, behavioral and
economic aspects among both rural dwellers and migrants in Port Moresby, the national capital city,
tor the Huli-speaking and Balopa-speaking populations, the former representing the less—urbanized
Highlands group and the latter the more-modemnized islands/lowlands group. The population
pressure was a major factor triggering rural-urban migration in both groups, but the carrying capacity
in Port Moresby differed among the two because the Huli dwellers have depended on the jobs of the
informal sector for their livelihood while the Balopa dwellers on those of the formal scctor. To
achieve harmonized coexistence of urban and rural areas under the conditions of population increase,
the increase of carrying capacity in rural areas through agricultural development and introduction of
new industries is required in tandem with the reform and development of urban industrial structure to

accord with their own culture,
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