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Tropical rain forest destruction and household economies of tribal people and
transmigrants in East Kalimantan, Indonesia
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Based on a detailed field work at the household level in the middlestreamn area of the
Mahakam, the study presents a critique against the prevailing view that shifting cultivators are
the major destroyers of tropical rain forests. The study shows a more dynamically changing way
of shifting cultivation than the conventional view, rather than romantisizing the harmony of the
forest people’s life with forest ecology. The author does not find so substantially large increases
of village population which deteriorate or destroy forest. He explains its reasons by looking both
at the regional population dyanamics and at household econonties and forest management of the

people.
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