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This research aims to reveal Japanese attitudes towards animals in modern society. To know
the types of Japanese attitudes iowards animals, 21 respondents whose jobs are strongly related
with animals were interviewed and 9 types of attitudes, the ecologistic, naturalistic, aethetic,
humanistic, moralistic, theistic, dominionistic, scientistic and negativistic attitudes, were found.
Three attitudes, the utilifarian-consumptiion, utilitarian-habitat and neutralistic attitudes, which
S. Kellert has found in American, could not be found. In this interviews, questionnaires which
formed scales for judging attitude types were tested and decided.

Using these questions, national survey was conducted to clarify Japanese attitudes towards
animals. These results show that the aethetic attitude is the strongest, the theistic is the second
and the moralistic is the third in modern Japanese society, while scientistic and dominionistic
attitudes are rare. This suggests that Japanese are more psychologically and emotionally oriented
to animals than rationally and scientifically, and that they scarcely recognize animals as things
only to utilize and control.

Japanese aethetic attitude is quite different from that of American. The former is to evaluate
animal's beautifulness in connection with natural world in emotional or atmospheric way. The
latter is, according to Kellert's reports, to evaluate its physical beauty directly.

The fact that the dominionistic attitude is rare in modern Japanese would reflect that
controlling animals has not been popular in the history of Japan. Similarly, in Japan, to utilize
wildlife isn't so popular as in America, then there can’t be found clear iendency to consumptive
utilization of animals. :

The characteristic of Japanese attitudes towards animals is to be dominated by psychological
and emotional reaction. This would originate from Japanese passive manner to nature, which is
in a striking contrast to American's active manner to it. In future researches, the international
comparison of attitudes towards animals should be made under the consideration of these
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differences of basic mentality of each society.
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