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Qur living environment could be defined as a compound of many different spaces belongs
to several different anthropocentric levels, such as individual, family, and community levels,
and quite many kinds of interface areas exist among them. An interface area has a role of
framework defining a space, and also a role of conjunction with the adjacent space.

The interface areas of the traditional rural spaces are multi-functional, and flexibly
structured or permeabie space, and also have meanings as a sign and a symbol.

These characteristics could be realized only in the stable community, in which each family
frequently and deeply communicate with each other, and has a similar sence of value. More-
over, the residents are required to know the social and psychelogical boundaries or thresholds
in the non-verval commmunications.

In this situation, the community is really like a big family as a whoele, and the community
area including the private and the public lands have a character of common space. The
conmmon space encloses the each home, and psychologically separates it from the outer
spaces of strangers. The existance of the common space, which is psychologically owned by
the residents, makes possible the permeable interface areas between the outer and the inner
spaces of the each home.

But the rural communities have been changed with the modernization and the urbaniza-
tion, and the community areas have lost the characteristics as a commeon space. Then, the
homes directly face to the strangers’ spaces, and the interface areas become more rigidly
structured and non-permeable. As a result, each home has been isolated from the spatial
and social points of view.
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The morphological characters and the meanings of an interface area have drastically
changed with the modernization and the urbanization. One of the characters of the moderni-
zation and also of the urbanization is specialization. The working space and the residence
are close together, and occationally overlapped. But, they have been separated from each
other with the modernization and the urbanization, A park is, for example, a special space
outdoor recreation which come from the specialization of space.

We could say that the modernization is an inevitable consequence ol our society. But,
our traditional ways of social communication and feelings lor the space cannot be changed
so casily as the other aspects such as physical and economic f[elds. Therefore, some of the
spatial problems which we are facing today come from an unbalance between the morphologi-
cal changes of interface areas, and the traditional feelings for the spaces and the traditional
ways ol communication. So, we can say that these problems are a result of the conflict
between the tradition and the modernization or the urbanization. Then, we must identily
the spatial traditions ameng the enormous kinds ol historical changes, and conserve and

enhance them.
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