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The purpose of this study is to search for new ways in order to aliven remote mountain vil-
lages including society, culture and environment through ecological diagnosis and the application
of appropriate technology., These mountain villages are now facing the ecological crisis of the
traditional way of life through the World, due to the direct and indirect impacts of modernization.
In particufar, rapid population increase forces the change of traditional cultural ecosystem. A
comparative study through Nepal and Japan was intended, and the field in Nepal was an area of
five villages in southwestern foot of Mt. Annapurna and the one in Japan was a remote village
Akka in Iwate prefecture.

In both felds, the first step was the following two approaches: one is to understand struc-
tually the diserganization of the traditional cultural ecosystem and to find out the key problems or
true needs from such diagnosis. Another is mutual participation between the inhabitants and the
researchers concerned surrounding the diagnosis. Thus ecological diagnosis and mutual participa-
tion are reciprocally intensified.

The second step is to find or to devise appropriate technology which hits these key problems.
And actually such appropriate technology would be introduced under the cooperation of both
parties.

Through the implementation of appropriate technology and the follow-up studies, the nature of
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cultural ecosystem was more fiemly clarified, the key problems were understood deeper than before,
and the spirit of participation was strengthened enormously. Naturally the way of problem solving
was found out with confidence among the people concerned.

Therefore, perhaps, the above-mentioned approach will be a most hopeful way for the enliven-
ment of remote mountain villages based on the spirit of self-reliance.
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