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The Committee RC-SC47 at the Japan Society of Mechanical Engineers, Yoyogi, Shinjuku-
ku, Tokyo, has been established in January, 1977 with the chairmanship of Prof. N. Isshiki,
Tokyo Institute of Technology. The Committee is composed of 67 members either from the
universities and some national research institutes or from ahout 50 leading member companies.

The final goal of the Committee is to study and propose several possibilities with respect
to the efficient utilization of various thermal energy with small temperature differences, in-
cluding those available widely in the nature. Currently, the Committee is composed of three
working groups (WG) and some fundamental discussions including various information ex-
change of the available knowledge are being performed among the members and additional
experts invited to the monthly-held meetings of the Committee. In addition, 17 individual
research programs are being conducted among the members, and they are briefly introduced
in this second-year report.
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