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A Study on the Future Image of Vehicle by Hiroshi Manabe, an Illustrator
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Amidst the glut of futuristic imagery mass-produced during the high-growth period, the illustrations
of Hiroshi Manabe remain highly esteemed even today. In addition to producing numerous works for
the World Expo, Manabe also published collections of his illustrations such as Jidosha [Motorcars]
(1971) and Jitensha sanka [Bicycle Hymns] (1973), and is noted for his expressions of interest and
passion for extraordinary forms of transportation. In addition to his illustrations, Manabe has also
published numerous essays. In particular, Hokd bunmei [Pedestrian Civilization] (1974) and
Mirai-yuki ressha ni notte [Riding the Future Train] (1973) developed this theory of bodies-in-motion
with an abundance of originality and humor. These collections of essays depicted a vision of the future
of transportation through a critique of civilization, and call for a contemporary re-reading of the
“future” as Manabe envisioned it. This study thus seeks to clarify Hiroshi Manabe’s distinctive theory
of Vehicle by drawing on his numerous published essays and illustrations, particularly by collecting
and analyzing those concerning modes of transportation.
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