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A Study on the KAWAII-Vehicle
and it’s Relevance to the Low Carbon Society
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The shape and design of the "new vehicle™ which is highly appreciated in a Low-Carbon society is significantly
different from that of the current vehicles. For example, we can see the train whose design has already
changed. They describe these new trains as being "Kawaii (cute)". People find a fun like a toy and a pleasure of
"riding” in them. There is also the case which has made a community change. The sense of "being Kawaii"
attracts attention also in the field of design and architecture, and the importance has spread to many other fields.
In this research, we study this "Kawaii-ness", from the sociological and an "information aesthetic and life
aesthetic" standpoint. And we consider the structure of the aesthetic sense of "being Kawaii.” The consideration
will be deeply concerned with the self-referential communication and with the communication between the self

and others.
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