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Nowadays “smart toys” (toy robots, mechanical pets, computer games) show tendency to obstruct
children’s communication ability development rather than support it and are often said to be one of
the causes of the social phenomenon called hikikomori (social withdrawal). However, the
participation type and collection type games are very popular among children — this proves that
most of them feel a natural need of learning through the communication. Our aim is to exploit this
need and popularity of “smart toys” to build a conversation system using Internet resources to
calculate positive and negative values of inputs which could lead to creating a dialogue partner —
not only a good listener but also an adviser able to ask difficult questions. If needed, such toy could
be also used as a danger detector which informs parents about dangerous plans, abusive language
usage or any semantic-level abnormalities in children’s common sense development.
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