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Comparison of the population and genetic structure between

metapopulations of Japanese beech, Fagus crenata.
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Since 1950's, large areas of primary Japanese beech forest were vanished and fragmented into various areas
by changesin land use. In such fragmented Japanese beech forests, it is thought not only suitable habitat for
many organisms such as large mammals, birds of prey and endangered species islost but also reproduction,
regeneration and genetic diversity of Japanese beech is deteriorated. In this study, we compare primary
Japanese beech forests, including Japan Sea type and Pacific Ocean type, and the fragmented forests by
investigating population structure and genetic diversity of Japanese beech. Our aims are to database-ize the
results and to clarify long-term change of them by afollow-up survey.
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