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Abstract: Life sciences research today is closely linked with industry aiming at development of
pharmaceuticals. Companies invest for R&D because research results can be protected as patents or
other forms of intellectual property rights. However, putting property rights on the research results of
life sciences contains some ethical problems. There are three categories of the problems. First is
whether we should set a private property right on human body or a part of living organisms. Second
is whether setting rights on the research results hinder R&D or distribution of drugs. Third is how we
should return profits to their donors, in case a patent is obtained from the research using human
genes or samples. In this study we investigate what system should be made under international

cooperation of researchers in life sciences, intellectual property law and policy, and bioethics.
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