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A study of non-medical persons' views of medical education
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Abstract: With the progress of medical science, the aging of society, and the patients’
rights movement, people have become increasingly interested in their own medical care.
Despite all this attention, it is hard for a layperson to decipher the system of medical
education or accurately judge the skills and capabilities of a specific doctor. There
remains an enormous disparity of information between medical professionals and the
public at large in this important area. The resulting gap in understanding and
communication creates a likely environment for discontent and distrust. This research
project will attempt to clarify the perceptions and attitudes of the lay public in their
efforts to understand the process of medical education and evaluate the abilities of
medical professionals. It is hoped that this effort will lay the groundwork for bridging
the information gap in these areas and promote a climate of mutual trust that will benefit
our healthcare system as well as our efforts to educate humane and capable doctors.
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