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In the present study, we investigated the impact ofgovernment’s policy for rural development
on the people’s subsistence and natural resource-use in four hamlets in Wuzhishan region
in Hainan island, China. The region has been inhabited by Li-speaking people. They had
conducted shifting-cultivation on the mountains around the hamlet, rice cultivation,
hunting wild animals, and collecting edible plants. Government policy that initiated the
economic development and environmental conservation for tourism has affected the people’s
subsistence and resource-use since the later 1980s. Remote sensing analysis indicated the
increase of secondary growth and decrease of grassland for the last 20 years, probably
because of subsistence change forced by the government. Yet we could find many examples
of the people’s flexible adaptation of their survival strategies to the changing social and
physical environment. Deep knowledge for the nature played an important role.
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