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Abstract: Although feeding wild animals is often described as an ecological disturbance,
it has significant societal implications for humans. Therefore, in the present study, aspects
of feeding were investigated from a sociological viewpoint. We conducted a questionnaire
survey, and it showed that feeding captive wild animals has become popular in zoos in Japan
and other countries in recent years. When feeding has contributed to the protection of wild
population or become socially established, such as with Japanese cranes in Hokkaido or
Japanese deer in Nara, these activities should not be completely forbidden for the sake of
wildlife conservation. In the case of Japanese macaques, our study suggests that
identification of harmful interactions with wild animals might be influenced by the particular
relationships between humans and the wild animals they are feeding. Hence, decisions whether
to continue wildlife feeding should be made based upon the specific relationships between
the wild animals and human beings in question.
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