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Abstract

In this study, we investigated the process of similarity creation in metaphor comprehension
and appreciation (i.e., the process of evoking poetic effects) through psychological experiments.
As aresult, we found that emergent features involved in the metaphorical meaning play a central
role in metaphor comprehension, and the number of emergent features (or interpretive diversity) is
positively correlated with the degree of poetic effects. Furthermore, we proposed a computational
model of comprehending similarity-creating metaphors and showed that 85% of emergent features
of 10 metaphors were successfully explained by the model. Concerning irony comprehension,
reanalysis of the implicit display theory of verbal irony | have proposed revealed that the implicit
display theory is superior to al the recent irony theories. Also, we found empirically that the
types of ironic expressions and the intimacy between the speaker and the hearer have an important
influence on interpersonal effects of irony such being sarcastic and being humorous.
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