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Qualitative research of consumers regarding "'social transportation

systems in a low-carbon society"’
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Summary

The history of mobility from the industrial to the 21st century is one of reliance on sea-going ships, airplanes and
the automobile - all of which depend on the consumption of fossil fuels. During this time, humankind has expanded the
scope of its mobility; especially in the 20th century, with the ownership by individual citizens of the automobile, the
scope of individual mobility expanded exponentially. However, in the 21st century, the massive consumption of fossil
fuels has generated such environmental problems as global warming, and today we are shifting towards a low-carbon
society. Furthermore, following the experience of the disaster in northeast Japan in 2011, the validity of nuclear power as
a means towards the end of a low-carbon society has been turned on its head. There is now a new nervousness about
realizing a low-carbon society without the use of fossil fuels.

| set out here to expose, against this background, changes in consciousness of citizens towards mobility in the
low-carbon society of the future, in the face of global environmental problems and such challenges as natural disasters

and nuclear energy.
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