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Abstract

American bioethics seems to have a certain degree of universality. It is, however, highly likely to reflect
American ethos. Through conducting meta-analysis of American bioethics from historical perspective in
comparison to Germany and Japan, its fundamentals, such as patient's autonomy, ethics committees and the

definition of death with dignity, turned out to be constrained profoundly by sociocultural determinants and
have the limitations for its universality.
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