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Nature restoration is a new public policy instrument for natural resource management to restore
lost and/or damaged natural environment. The policy shift in natural resource management has al ready
been started since 1980’s in Europe and the United States, from maximization of short-term benefit
under static management goals to the restoration and securement of ecosystem and its sustainability.
In Japan, Law for the Promotion of Nature Restoration has come into effect in 2002, with a prospect
to play avital role in the future environmental policy of the nation. Nature restoration requires
adaptive management based on the scientific processes of hypothesis formation, experiment,
verification and adjustment. To promote the collaboration of multiple stakeholders of a project, on
the other hand, it entails the development of restoration technologies and institutions that fit into
Japan’s natural, cultural and social backgrounds. The present study is the interdisciplinary project to
answer these questions, first-ever launched in Japan. It features forums for dialogue and shared
perceptions among restoration practitioners and researchers of diverse field of expertise, ranging
from public administrations, civic activities, ecology, river engineering, agriculture, silviculture, to
sociology.
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